
The M1 offers a direct corridor for the new line.
The topography allows a straight and level alignment
while the existing noise and pollution from the
motorway has discouraged residential development
alongside the route. This makes the M1 suitable for the
parallel construction of a high speed line.

The full north-south line would be built in phases.
The first section would run from London to Leicester
with a branch to Birmingham;  it would connect to both
West Coast and Midland Main Lines.

The second phase would extend from Leicester along
the M1/M18 corridor and connect to the East Coast
Main Line in Yorkshire.

The third phase could extend from Sheffield to Leeds,
and follow the disused Woodhead corridor to
Manchester. This would require the former rail tunnel
here to be re-opened for high speed track.

The final stages would extend to Liverpool along the
M62 corridor and shadow the East Coast Main Line and
M8 corridors to Edinburgh and Glasgow.

The end result - a UK high speed network bringing vast
benefits in improved connectivity and capacity.
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