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Community Rail 

Community Rail is a government strategy supported by many 
local communities and local governments as well as enjoying 
widespread support from the rail industry. It seeks to increase 
the sense of local ownership in the specification and running 
of local rail services and increase the economic value of local 
rail by encouraging local communities to play a greater role in 
the delivery of rail services.

Community Rail Partnerships aim to increase investment and local support for 
local services, improve revenue and passenger traffic, reduce costs and increase 
local community involvement as well as facilitating local, social & economic 
development.

Partnerships can pursue initiatives like station enhancements and innovative 
promotional schemes as these can offer better value for the money granted by the 
rail network. Initiatives can range from people helping to maintain station gardens 
to major schemes and responsibility for undertaking local marketing activities.

We absolutely want to foster and support greater community investment in the 
railways of Anglia and secure both local support for and investment in local rail 
services through a close relationship with franchise design and operation.

Nationally we have formally designated 
36 community lines or services.
Although designation does not include track or signalling, it is intended to: 

•	 Encourage appropriate standards

•	 Provide a more flexible approach to the management of the franchise and 
allows more flexible arrangements on timetables and fares

•	 Reinforce the importance and status of Community Rail Partnerships

Community Rail forms an important part of the regional service group in East 
Anglia. The following Community Rail Partnerships operate within the East 
Anglia region:

•	 Bittern Line Norwich to Sherringham via North Walsham to Sherringham

•	 Gainsbourgh Line Sudbury to Marks Tey

•	 Wherry Lines Norwich to Lowestoft and Great Yarmouth

•	 East Suffolk Lines Ipswich to Lowestoft and Felixstowe

•	 Flitch Line from Braintree to Witham

•	 Hereward Line from Ely to Peterborough

•	 Mayflower Line from Manningtree to Harwich

•	 Crouch Valley Line From Wickford to Southminster

•	 Sunshine Coast Line from Colchester to Clacton and Walton.

Figure 22: Community Rail in East Anglia
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The success of community rail has recently been demonstrated in a recent report 
on “The Value of Community Rail Partnerships and The Value of Community 
Rail Volunteering”. This report shows the value that community rail adds to 
communities, the benefits to the rail industry and the growth that they add to 
regional routes in comparison to the national network.




